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1. NAVE OF PROPERTY

H storic Nane: Anerican Eaqgle

O her Nane/ Site Nunber: Two-masted schooner Anmerican Eagl e

L
2. LOCATI ON
Street & Nunber: Rockl and Har bor Not for publication:
G ty/ Town: Rockl and Vicinity:
State: Mt County: Knox Code: 013 Zi p Code: 04841
.
3. CLASSI FI CATI ON
Ownership of Property Cat egory of Property
Privat e: X Bui | di ng(s):
Publ i c- Local : District:
Publ i c- St at e: Site:
Publ i c- Feder al : Structure: X
bj ect :
Nunber of Resources within Property
Contri buti ng Noncontri buti ng
- _ buildings
sites
1 structures
obj ect s
1 0 Tot al

Nunber of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National
Regi ster: _0

Nane of Related Miultiple Property Listing: NA
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4. STATE/ FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

As the designated authority under the National Hi storic Preservation Act of
1966, as anmended, | hereby certify that this _  nomnation ___ request
for determnation of eligibility nmeets the docunmentation standards for

regi stering properties in the National Register of Hi storic Places and
nmeets the procedural and professional requirenents set forth in 36 CFR Part
60. In ny opinion, the property = nmeets __ does not neet the National

Regi ster Criteria.

Signature of Certifying Oficial Dat e

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my opinion, the property = neets _  does not neet the National
Regi ster criteria.

Si gnature of Comenting or Oher Oficial Dat e

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

|
9. NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE CERTI FI CATI ON

| hereby certify that this property is:

Entered in the National Register

Determ ned eligible for the National Register
Determ ned not eligible for the National Register
Renoved fromthe National Register

O her (explain):

Si gnature of Keeper Date of Action
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6. FUNCTI ON OR USE
Hi storic: Transportation Sub: Water-rel ated
Current: Transportation Sub: Water-rel ated
]
7. DESCRI PTI ON
Architectural C assification: Mat eri al s:
N A Foundat i on: Wood
wal | s: Wood
Roof : Wood

O her Description: Wod
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Descri be Present and Hi storic Physical Appearance.

The two-masted schooner Anerican Eagle fornmerly Andrew and
Rosalie, official nunber 229913, is a historic vessel honeported
i n Rockl and, Maine. The vessel is operated in the unique
passenger coasting trade of Maine as one of the "Mine

W ndj anmer s" of Rockl and and Canden. From June to Septenber of
each year, Anerican Eagle sails from Rockl and every Monday to
spend a week cruising the rugged Maine coast from Boothbay to
Acadi a National Park, "visiting picturesque fishing villages and
hi storic towns."

ANDREW AND ROSALI E AS BU LT AND MODI FI ED

As built in 1930, Andrew and Rosalie, renaned Anerican Eagle in
1941 and now known by that nane, is a wooden-hull ed, two-nmasted
auxi liary schooner. Anerican Eagle was and is a singl e-decked
vessel 76.4 feet |ong between perpendiculars, 85 feet | ong on
deck, and 90 feet long overall, with a 19.3-foot beam and a 10-
foot depth of hold. The schooner is registered at 70 gross and
47 net tons, and displaces 118 tons.® The schooner has doubl e-
sawn oak franmes and oak planks, with a douglas fir ceiling,

spi ke-fastened, and white pine decks resting on oak deck beans.

Anerican Eagle was built as a two-masted, gaff-rigged auxiliary
schooner. As built, the schooner carried a 150- horsepower
Cooper - Bessener engine that drove a single screw.”? The engine
was replaced during the vessel's fishing career, and when
acquired by the present owner in 1983 was equi pped with a 353-
h.p. Caterpillar engine. The schooner presently carries a 192-
h.p. GM Detroit Diesel that drives a single screw.

The schooner rig was renoved around 1945 and the vessel was
converted to a trawer, with an el evated pil othouse perched on
t he quarterdeck, with wi nches, boons and reels for trawling on
t he deck forward. \When restored between 1984 and 1986, the

pi | ot house and trawl i ng gear was renoved and the auxiliary
schooner rig was reinstalled. Eagle carries a bald-headed rig
with a main- and foresail, junbo (staysail) and jib. The
standing rigging is wire rope.

The deck is interrupted by two trunks, one forward but abaft the
foremast, that | eads belowto the forecastle and galley, and the
other, amdships, that is formed by a scuttle fitted over the
fish hold hatch. Abaft the mainnmast is the punp box and the

af t ercabi n deckhouse. The hold is now subdivided i nto passenger
accommpdati ons. Anerican Eagle has fourteen double cabins with

' Annual List of Merchant Vessels of the United States
(Washi ngton: Governnment Printing Ofice, 1931), entry for Andrew
and Rosalie

> E.A oodick, "Andrew and Rosalie Launched in an Unusual
Way," Atlantic Fisherman July 1930, n.p.
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doubl e berths. The interior joinery is varnished pine, wth

gl eam ng brass lanps and fixtures. Sinks with cold running water
are provided below, as are the heads. A |adder forward | eads
into the forecastle, where the galley is located. The galley and
forecastle are laid out in traditional d oucester fisherman
style. The galley stove is a traditional cast-iron "Atlantic

Fi sherman No. 33," cast by the Lunenburg Foundry Co. of

Lunenburg, Nova Scotia. The construction of the accommodati ons
bel ow deck, conpleted in 1986, do not inpact the integrity of the
hol d, which has its area and construction characteristics

uni npai red and nmerely covered by the joinery.
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8. STATEMENT OF SI GNI FI CANCE

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties: Nationally:_X Statewide:__ Locally:__

Appl i cabl e Nati onal

Regi ster Criteria: AX B CX D

Criteria Considerations

(Exceptions): A B C D E F G X

NHL Criteria: 1, 4

NHL Thene(s): Xl I. Business
A Extractive or Mning Industries
5. Fi shing & Livingstock
L. Shi ppi ng and Transportation

XI'V. Transportation
B. Shi ps, Boats, Lighthouses & Ot her Structures

XXXI'II. Hi storic Preservation
C. Regi onal Efforts: Md-Atlantic States 1860-1900

XXXI V. Recreation
E. CGeneral Recreation
3. Q her
Areas of Significance: Period(s) of Significance Significant Dates
Maritime History 1930- 1940 1930
Hi storic Preservation 1986- Pr esent

Si gnificant Person(s): N A
Cul tural Affiliation: N A

Architect/Builder: United Sail Loft Conpany, d oucester, Massachusetts
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Citeria
Consi derations, and Areas and Periods of Significance Noted Above.

The schooner Anerican Eagle, built in 1930 as Andrew and Rosali e,
mar ked an inportant transition in the nationally significant
fishing industry of the United States, then and to a | arge extent
still centered at the port of the schooner's origin, G oucester
Massachusetts. A 300-year tradition of building sailing fishing
schooners at d oucester and nearby ports ended with the construc-
tion of Gertrude L. Thebaud in 1930. The rise of notor power
dooned the sailing schooner. 1In its place a new type of vessel,
the auxiliary schooner, was built beginning around 1900. The

auxi liary schooner was the forerunner of the nodern traw er,
built and introduced to the fishing industry in the 1930s and
40s. The last auxiliary schooner built in 3 oucester, Andrew and
Rosalie is now, under her new nane of Anmerican Eagle, the ol dest
known d oucester conbination power and sailing fishing boat |eft
afl oat, and the earliest exanple of this transitional type that
led to the nodern trawl er of today's fishery.

After fifty-five years in service, including tinme as a notor-
powered trawl er, Anerican Eagle was restored to her auxiliary
sailing rig and placed in service as a "Miine Wndjamer," in
1986, carrying passengers in comrercial recreational service as
part of a "dude fleet" that dates to the 1930s and was and
remai ns unique in the annals of marine recreation and maritine
preservation as part of a fleet that first introduced the concept
of adaptive use to historic vessels.

The preceding statenent of significance is based on the nore
detail ed statements that follow

THE FI SHERVEN OF GLOUCESTER AND THE AUXI LI ARY SCHOONER ANDREW AND
ROSALI E

The fishing industry of the United States, while spread

t hroughout the nation and found on every waterway and coast, was
born in New Engl and waters sone 300 years ago. Since then, from
the fishing ports of Massachusetts, particularly G oucester,
hailed the nation's |argest fleet of fishing schooners.

A oucester thrived as a fishing port and shipbuilding center from
Col oni al times through the 1920s, and continues as an inportant
center of the American fishing industry. |In 1880, Henry Hall,
assessing U S. maritine activity and industry for the 9th census,
descri bed d oucester as "the center of the fishing business of
New Engl and, and of |ate years has devoted itself alnost entirely
to enterprise in that direction...."’

From d oucester and other small towns fishing fleets sailed to
work the G- and Banks of Newfoundl and and ot her fishing grounds

' Henry Hall, Report on the Ship-Building Industry of the
United States (Washington: Governnment Printing Ofice, 1882) p.
1009.
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of f the eastern seaboard where shoal waters hosted trenendous
nunbers of cod, haddock, hake, halibut, pollock, cusk, skate,
catfish, whiting, nmonk-fish, wolf-fish, and lunpfish. To neet
the conditions of the trade, shipyards in G oucester and near by
towns, notably Essex, designed and built thousands of American
fishing schooners in the 19th and early 20th centuries.

Hundr eds of fishing schooners were built in and around

A oucester, many of themin the town itself. |In 1880, Henry Hal
counted 475 vessels in the d oucester district, 133 of which had
been built in doucester, 215 in nearby Essex, and the rest
"principally in Maine."? The doucester fishing schooners,

known as "d oucesternen,”™ took many fornms during the century they
dom nated Anerica's fisheries. Various types were predom nant in
certain years--clipper schooners, Fredonia inshore and of fshore
schooners, "Indian Headers" and "knockabout" schooners were

anong the better known types. The heyday of the fishing schooner
cane after the Gvil War, when the New England fisheries were
profitabl e and expanded, and Boston and d oucester were the
nation's leading fishing ports.?

The introduction of steamengines led to a short-Ilived adoption
of this formof notive power to fishing vessels in the 1880s and
1890s. Bul ky and expensive steam engi nes were not econonically
suitable for the New England fisheries, however. The devel opnent
of the internal conbustion engine led to the rise of the

auxi liary schooner in the 1890s. After 1901, the nunber of
gasol i ne-engines installed in schooners then under construction,
and the nodification of older, sailing schooners increased. "The
gradual conversion of the bulk of the fishing schooners to
auxiliaries eventually led to the increasing suppression of sail,
wi th the engi ne becom ng the paranount propul sion by 1925. The
conpl ete suppression of sail followed the introduction of heavy
oi | engines and the appearance of diesel traw ers and seiners
after 1930."° The steel and wood-hulled, flush decked traw ers
were a vastly different vessel type as the node of fishing had
changed fromdory-fishing to deploying nets. The last sailing

fi shing schooner constructed in 3 oucester was Grace L. Thebaud,
built in 1930 al nbst as an anachronismat the sane tine the

auxi liary schooner Andrew and Rosalie was | aunched, herself soon
to be replaced by the trawl ers then under construction.

Andrew and Rosalie was built at G oucester by the United Sai

Loft Co. in 1930 for Capt. Patrick Murphy, an 1880 immgrant to
A oucester and wel | -known fishing schooner master. Naned for

Mur phy' s son and daughter, the new schooner was | aunched si deways
fromthe conpany's wharf on June 2, 1930 as Rosalie Mirphy

> L bid.

* Howard | . Chapel l e, The Anmerican Fi shing Schooners, 1825-
1935 (New York: W W Norton & Co., 1973) p. 119.

* Lbid., p.223
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christened the vessel. The Atlantic Fisherman, covering the

event, noted Andrew and Rosalie "will be used for swordfishing,
netting and trawing."’> The occasion was a proud day for

A oucester--the schooner was the | argest vessel built in the town
in 20 years. Andrew and Rosalie sailed on her mai den voyage June
24, "the craft going swordfishing."®

| nconpl ete records of the schooner's fish |andings at Boston from
January 1934 until Septenber 1952 show she | anded 1, 040, 600 | bs.
of fish for the 16 nonths reported, which projects to an average
of 780,450 | bs. per year, or a career total of 41,363,850 | bs. of
fish when she finally retired in 1983." Patrick Mirphy died in
1938, and the schooner was worked by the famly until 1941, when
it was sold to the Enpire Fish Co. and renanmed Anerican Eagle.
As Anerican Eagle, the schooner fished as a trawler from 1942
until July 1983, the majority of that tinme under the ownership of
ﬁ]oucester brot hers John, Joe, and Gus Piscitello, who acquired
er in 1945.

In 1984, Anerican Eagle was purchased by John C. Foss of

Rockl and, Maine, then owner of the schooner Lewis R French, who
intended to restore the vessel's schooner rig and enter her in
the "dude fleet" of Miine. The survival of Anerican Eagle, as
wel | as several other historic 19th- and early 20th-century
schooners, depended on earning their keep in a new maritine
trade. During the Geat Depression, scores of old vessels were
laid up, and left to slowy rot in every cove and nudflat al ong
the coast. 1In 1935, artist Frank Swift, then living at
Bucksport, Maine, conceived the idea of saving the rapidly

vani shing schooners. While watching a coaster unloadi ng pul pwood
at a mll on the banks of the Penobscot R ver near his hone,

Swi ft thought of chartering a schooner for extended passenger
cruises. Wile several vessels, including the schooner Stephen
Taber, were available for day-long sails, a prolonged cruise
simlar to the "dude" ranch experience in the west was a new
concept. It was also the first tine the concept of operating,
adaptive use of a historic vessel was applied to maritine
preservation. Swift's first vessel, the 1881-built schooner
Mabel , was chartered in 1936, with a Deer |sland skipper as
captain and his wife as ship's cook.’®

At first the concept was slow in catching on, but by 1939, Sw ft
was abl e to purchase the schooner Annie F. Kinball and began
operating her out of Canden, Miine, on six-day cruises at $32 a

° E. A. Goodi ck, "Andrew and Rosalie Launched in an Unusual
Way," Atlantic Fisherman, July 1930, n.p.

d oucester Daily Tines, June 24, 1930.

" John C. Foss, "Fish Landi ngs, Anerican Eagle," n.d.

8

Christina Tree, "Wndjamer Days," Historic Preservation,
vol . XL, no. 4, July/August 1990, p. 24.
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head. Around that tine, Swift adverti sed one or two-week
Crui ses:

These schooners are not yachts--just picturesque down-
east sailing vessels, clipper-bowed and able, with
billowi ng sails and henpen rigging. Each Mnday, from
July 4th until Septenber 10th, the Annie Kinball and
the Lydia Webster will sail from Canden, Miine, for a
week's cruise--not to follow an exact itinerary but to
use the winds and tides to nmake the crui se nost
interesting.’

O her entrepreneurs and vessels followed Swift's | ead, and by the
| ate 1940s several schooners, saved fromoblivion, were part of
the "Mai ne Wndjanmmer" fleet, otherwi se known as the "dude fleet"
or the "head boats."

The trade was declining in the md-1960s when a new group of
entrepreneurs, young nen and wonen who had crewed and ski ppered
t he schooners, took over the business. At the sanme tine the old
vessel s thensel ves were wearing out, and only a handful were

left. In the early days of the trade, wth an over-abundance of
schooners, Swift and the other owners had usually run a ship
hard, stripped and sank her, and bought another. |In the 1970s,

in order to survive as demand increased for the "w ndjanmrer
experience" in an age of few surviving historic schooners, the
young entrepreneurs turned to buil ding new schooners on the |ines
of the old vessels, with a few nodern inprovenents, and rescui ng
| ai d-up or soon-to-I|angui sh schooners, sonme of themforner fish-
ing vessels, for the trade. In 1971, the 1886-built oyster
schooner lsaac H Evans was rescued by Doug and Linda Lee and
restored. The success of Evans inspired John Foss, who bought
and restored Lewis R French between 1973 and 1976. To do the
wor k, Foss and the Lees purchased an old shipyard at the north
end of Rockland. Joined by the dragger J. & E. Riggin, a 1927-
built schooner owned by David and Sue Allen, the fleet,
collectively run out of the "North End Shipyard" as "Maine

W ndj anmer Crui ses,” was augnented by the arrival of Anerican
Eagl e, bought and restored by John Foss in 1986 to repl ace
French, which he sold that year to his brother-in-law, Dan Pease,
who owns and commands her now. *°

Anerican Eagle was brought to the North End Shipyard, where
restoration began in June 1984." The restoration was conpl eted
in June 1986, when the schooner was rel aunched for her new
service. There are now sone 15 "w ndj ammers" (seven of which are

9
Mai ne.

10

Panphl et in the collection of N cholas Dean, Edgeconb,

Tree, op. cit, p. 25.

11

"Restoration of Schooner Begun This Wnter," Commerci al
Fi sheries News, April 1985, p. 27.
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historic), including Anerican Eagle, operating along the Mine
coast. The schooners no |onger carry | oads of wood or granite,
but, as owner/captain Doug Lee remarked, "the only cargo that

| oads and unl oads itself."* The w ndjanmrers are unique in the
nation in their offering of marine recreation. They do not
provide "sail training," but instead instill a rel axed sense of
the sea and travel under sail, in which the passengers are
encouraged, not required, to lend a hand as needed. The North
End Shipyard continues to maintain and restore the schooners as
needed, and offers its services to other historic vessels on the
coast. Thus, skills are preserved along with the historic fabric
of the vessels thensel ves--the vani shing trades of shipwightery
and, in the operation of the schooners, the skills of seamanshi p.

12

Ni chol as Dean, interview with Capt. Doug Lee, Rockl and,
Mai ne, May 1990.
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9. MAJOR BI BLI OGRAPHI CAL REFERENCES

See Footnotes in Text.

Previ ous docunentation on file (NPS):

Prelimnary Determ nation of Individual Listing (36 CFR 67) has

been request ed.

Previously Listed in the National Register.

Previously Determ ned Eligible by the National Register.

Designated a National Hi storic Landnmark.

Recorded by Historic Anerican Buil dings Survey: #
Recorded by Historic Anerican Engi neering Record: #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

State Historic Preservation Ofice
O her State Agency
X  Federal Agency
Local Gover nnent
Uni versity
QO her: (Specify Repository): National Maritine Initiative
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10. GEOGRAPHI CAL DATA

Acreage of Property: Less than one (1) acre.
UTM Ref erences: Zone Easti ng Nor t hi ng

A 19 491285 4883750
Ver bal Boundary Descri ption

All that area enconpassed by the extrenme | ength and breadth
of the vessel.

Boundary Justification

The boundary incorporates the entire area of the vessel as she
| ays at her berth.

|
11. FORM PREPARED BY

Nane/ Title: James P. Delgado, Maritime Historian

Organi zation: National Park Service Dat e: 31 Cctober, 1990
Street & Number: P.O Box 37127 Tel ephone: (202) 343-9528
Cty or Town: Washington State: DC ZIP.  20013-7127

DESI GNATED A NATI ONAL HI STORI C LANDVARK
December 4, 1991



